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Motivation Letter 
 
I am a strong believer in the important role the European Chamber of Commerce in China (“EUCC”) 
plays in promoting constructive dialogue between the European and Chinese Governments. I am seeking 
the position of Vice Chair of the Shanghai Board to help both sides understand that communication, 
cooperation, and a level and transparent playing field ultimately benefits both economies.  As an 
example, this is of special relevance in the green energy sector, where I have worked for many years.  
Climate change will continue be a key agenda item for any discussion between our governments.  With 
the European Green Deal and China’s own ambitious plans for carbon neutrality, we have a common 
objective and an opportunity to collaborate.   
 
The EUCC must be the platform where European companies can interact and exchange ideas.  In my 
tenure, I would focus on a plan to attract new member companies: the more we are, the stronger we 
are. I would seek to support SMEs, an arguably underserved but large segment.  And I would continue 
EUCC conferences, with a clear focus on business opportunities.   
 
I believe I bring unique and relevant experiences to this role.  I have worked for European companies in 
China for many years.  I have had both public and private sector experience.   I have had Chamber 
experience in Beijing as national vice-president, and understand the opportunities, responsibilities and 
challenges of the platform. In sum, these experiences afford me the ability and credibility to talk first-
hand about doing business in China, to understand the opportunities and challenges facing member 
companies, to interact with the media, and to communicate with government authorities.    
  
Organizations such as the EUCC have a great opportunity to be impactful at the macro and micro levels.  
I am at a stage in my career where I have the experience, the passion and the time to commit to this 
role.   
 



 
Biography 
 
Juan Ignacio Garcia de Motiloa is a Spanish national who has been working for European companies in 
the industrial sector in China for over 15 years.  He has government experience, having served as Vice 
Minister of Industry and Energy for his native Basque region.   
 
Juan Ignacio came to China in 2003 to open a government commercial office in Shanghai to support 
Spanish companies doing business in China.  He entered the private sector in 2007 to establish the first 
greenfield manufacturing plant in China for the automotive engineering company, Gestamp.  
  
In 2009, Juan Ignacio became Managing Director of the wind energy company, Gamesa, in Beijing. In 
that role, he negotiated over 1000 MW in wind power equipment sales and numerous partnerships with 
domestic utility companies to develop wind firms across China.  
 
During his time in Beijing, Juan Ignacio became involved with the European Union Chamber of 
Commerce (“EUCC”) and led the sub-working group for Renewable Energy companies. He was later 
elected vice president of the Executive Committee. 
  
In 2013, Juan Ignacio was asked to return to Spain to become Vice Minister of Industry and Energy for 
the Basque region.  There, he was responsible for the formation and execution of the industrial, energy 
and international policy of the government.   
 
Juan Ignacio is now back in Shanghai where he is currently vice president and board member of Iraeta 
Energy Equipment Company, a Spanish company with a China JV manufacturing energy equipment 
mainly servicing the wind energy sector. He recently was elected Vice Chair of the Energy Working 
Group of the EUCC in China. 
 

 


