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Motivation Letter 
 
Please insert text (not more than 300 words) 
 
China is EU’s largest trading partner: European companies are heavily invested in the country, especially 
in the Yangtze River Delta, and China remains a top destination for most. Despite this special 
relationship, doing business in China has become more difficult in recent years and there is a strong 
need to solve regulatory obstacles such as market access barriers, administrative issues and a lack of 
transparency. 
 
Addressing these matters requires greater government communication to establish trust in and support 
for European businesses in China. As the cumulative voice of all its members, the European Chamber is a 
major driver for this dialogue and makes their members’ voice heard in China and in Europe. 
 
With 25 years of experience in China coupled with my engagement as Chairwoman of the German 
Chamber Board from 2016 until 2020 and my active participation in panels and working groups of the 
European Chamber, I can contribute a lot to fostering this dialogue. My decision to run for Chair is based 
on my firm conviction that I can serve as a useful bridge between these two cultures. 
 
That being said, it is my intention to build on the excellent work that has already been done by the 
Shanghai Chapter’s Board, Working Groups and members, while placing a special focus on: 

• Continuing the constructive working relations and dialogue with the local Shanghai government and 
relevant authorities. 

• Developing constructive recommendations together with our members to support Shanghai to 
improve local operating conditions for our member companies and create a level playing field on 



 
which both domestic and international companies can compete and which increases investor 
confidence. 

• Focusing on the quality of working groups, round tables, and events to ensure they address the 
acute needs of our members and support the continued membership growth of the Shanghai 
Chapter.   

• Supporting lobbying activities, gathering views of our members to shape publications and enhancing 
the knowledge about China in Europe. 
 

I am looking forward to driving all those actions together with the other Board members and sincerely 
hope you will place your trust in me in the upcoming Board election. 
 
Biography 
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Speaking Chinese fluently, Bettina Schoen-Behanzin has around 25 years of working experience in Asia, 
mostly in China, leading operational business as well acting in corporate functions. As Regional 
Representative Asia for Freudenberg Group, she has been leading the Regional Corporate Center and is 
providing guidance and support for strategic planning and business development for the Freudenberg 
Business Groups in the region.  
 
From April 2016 to May 2020, she served as Chairwoman of the German Chamber Shanghai’s Board.  
 
In 2019, she was the first German woman to receive the Shanghai Municipal Government’s Gold 
Magnolia Award. In addition, she is Vice President of the Shanghai Pudong Association of Enterprises 
with Foreign Investment.  
 
Professional Career 
Since 2016 Regional Representative Asia, Freudenberg Group 
2012 – 2016 Managing Director, Freudenberg Regional Corporate Center Asia 
2008 – 2012 Managing Director, Wittur Elevator Components (Suzhou) Co., Ltd 
1998 – 2008 Managing Director, Rittal Electro-Mechanical Technology (Shanghai) Co., Ltd 
1994 – 1998 Manager Sales and Marketing, Rittal Pte. Ltd., Singapore 
 
Education 
1988 - 1991  Master of Sinology, Economics & Politics East-Asia, Ruhr-University, Bochum, Germany 
1987 - 1988 Certificate of Post-Graduate Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai, China 
 
 
 
 


